
© 2012 The Meadows Center for Preventing Educational Risk, The University of Texas at Austin. 

These materials were developed with funding from the Institute for Education Sciences, R305F00013, to The University of Texas at Austin.  The materials were developed by  
members of the Promoting Adolescent Comprehension of Text (PACT) Research Teams from The University of Texas at Austin, Florida State University, and Texas A&M University.

Imperialism and World War I	 Warm-Up

imperialism
Consider the following items, which represent views on the annexation, or addition, 
of Hawaii to the United States in the late 1890s.

“We need Hawaii just as much and a good deal more than we did California. It is Manifest Destiny.” 
— William McKinley

Write two or three sentences that explain how the above sources represent the 
word imperialism.

 

About 21,000 signatures were collected.

Petition Against Annexation

To His Excellency WILLIAM McKINLEY, President, 
and the Senate, of the United States of America

Greeting: --

Whereas there has been submitted to the Senate 
of the United States of America a Treaty for the 
Annexation of the Hawaiian Islands to the said 
United States of America for consideration at its 
regular session in December, A.D., 1897; therefore,

We, the undersigned, native Hawaiian citizens 
and residents of the District of Honolulu, Kona, 
Island of Oahu, who are members of the Hawaiian 
Patriotic League of the Hawaiian Islands, and 
others who are in sympathy with the said League, 
earnestly protest against the annexation of the 
said Hawaiian Islands to the said United States of 
America in any form or shape.


