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Unit Big Idea: �The early civilizations of Texas included Paleoamericans, 
American Indians, and European settlers.
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Date: 

Studies Weekly, Week 7 

Lesson 7: American Indian Society

Gist 1

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement

Vocabulary product, deflect

Unit Big Idea The early civilizations of Texas included Paleoamericans, 
American Indians, and European settlers.
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Gist 2

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement

Gist 3

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement
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Studies Weekly, Week 9 

Lesson 8: Christopher Columbus Was a Failure?

Gist 1

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement

Vocabulary disgrace, convince

Unit Big Idea The early civilizations of Texas included Paleoamericans, 
American Indians, and European settlers.

Date: 
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Gist 2

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement
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Studies Weekly, Week 10 

Lesson 9: The New World

Gist 1

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement

Vocabulary conquistador, establish

Unit Big Idea The early civilizations of Texas included Paleoamericans, 
American Indians, and European settlers.

Date: 
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Gist 2

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement
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Studies Weekly, Week 10 

Lesson 10: Modern Europeans Explore Texas

Gist 1

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement

Vocabulary exploration, mission

Unit Big Idea The early civilizations of Texas included Paleoamericans, 
American Indians, and European settlers.

Date: 
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Gist 2

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement

Gist 3

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement
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Studies Weekly, Week 10 

Lesson 11: The Fate of Texas’ First Explorers

Gist 1

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement

Vocabulary colony, forbidden

Unit Big Idea The early civilizations of Texas included Paleoamericans, 
American Indians, and European settlers.

Date: 
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Gist 2

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement
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Studies Weekly, Week 11 

Lesson 12: La Salle: A Strange Man in a Strange World

Gist 1

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement

Vocabulary territory, expedition

Unit Big Idea The early civilizations of Texas included Paleoamericans, 
American Indians, and European settlers.

Date: 
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Gist 2

Gist Questions

Who or what is this about?

What’s the most important idea about the main “who” or “what”?

Gist Statement



Unit Big Idea: �Before Texas joined the United States, it acted as an 
independent republic. Spain and Mexico both claimed land 
in what is now Texas.  

Unit 2: The Road to Statehood  
(1683 to 1845)

Fourth Grade
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Date: 

Gist Statements

Vocabulary

Unit Big Idea

Gist 1

Gist 2

desperate, recruit

Before Texas joined the United States, it acted as an 
independent republic. Spain and Mexico both claimed 
land in what is now Texas.

Studies Weekly, Week 11 

Lesson 13: The Trouble With La Salle
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Date: 

Studies Weekly, Week 14 

Lesson 14: The Mexican War of Independence

Gist Statements

Vocabulary

Unit Big Idea

Gist 1

Gist 2

revolution, religion

Before Texas joined the United States, it acted as an 
independent republic. Spain and Mexico both claimed 
land in what is now Texas.
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Gist 1

Gist 2

Gist 3

Gist 4

Date: 

Studies Weekly, Week 14 

Lessons 15 and 16: Stephen Austin Refuses to Quit!
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Supporting 
Details

Concluding 
Sentence

Topic 
Sentence
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Gist 3

Gist 4

Date: 

Studies Weekly, Week 15 

Lessons 17 and 18: Rebellion in Texas
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Gist 1

Gist 2

Gist 3

Gist 4

Date: 

Texas Studies Weekly, Week 17 

Lesson 19: Travis Holds at the Alamo
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Date: 

Studies Weekly, Week 18 

Lesson 20: A Taste of Victory for the Texans

Gist Statements

Gist 1

Gist 2

Gist 3

Gist 4

Vocabulary No new vocabulary

Unit Big Idea
Before Texas joined the United States, it acted as an 
independent republic. Spain and Mexico both claimed 
land in what is now Texas.
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Date: 

Studies Weekly, Week 19 

Lesson 21: New Republic: New Opportunities and Challenges

Gist Statements

Vocabulary

Unit Big Idea

Gist 1

Gist 2

republic, treaty 

Before Texas joined the United States, it acted as an 
independent republic. Spain and Mexico both claimed 
land in what is now Texas.
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Date: 

Studies Weekly, Week 20 

Lesson 22: Statehood or National Independence?

Gist Statements

Vocabulary

Unit Big Idea

Gist 1

Gist 2

annexation, protection

Before Texas joined the United States, it acted as an 
independent republic. Spain and Mexico both claimed 
land in what is now Texas.
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Gist 1

Gist 2

Gist 3

Gist 4

Date: 

Studies Weekly, Week 20 

Lessons 23 and 24: On the Road to Statehood
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Unit Big Idea: �Conflict continued after Texas became a state, but over 
time, life in Texas improved.

Unit 3:

Fourth Grade

The State of Texas During 
War and Prosperity 

(1846 to 1900)
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Gist 1

Gist 2

constitution, legislature 

Conflict continued after Texas became a state, but over 
time, life in Texas improved.

Studies Weekly, Week 21 

Lesson 25: New State—New Set of Rules
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descendants, benefit

Conflict continued after Texas became a state, but over 
time, life in Texas improved.

Gist 1

Gist 2

Studies Weekly, Week 21 

Lesson 26: A Texas Melting Pot 
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Date: 

Gist Statements

Vocabulary

Unit Big Idea

Gist 1

Gist 2

Gist 3
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Conflict continued after Texas became a state, but over 
time, life in Texas improved.

Studies Weekly, Week 23 

Lesson 31: An End to War and Slavery
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Date: 

Gist Statements

Vocabulary

Unit Big Idea

Gist 1

Gist 2

Gist 3

sharecropper, drought

Conflict continued after Texas became a state, but over 
time, life in Texas improved.

Studies Weekly, Week 23 

Lesson 32: Sharecropping—A Southern Way of Life 
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Gist 3

Gist 4

Date: 

Studies Weekly, Week 25 

Lessons 33 and 34: Ranching and a Changing Frontier
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Studies Weekly, Week 26 

Lessons 35 and 36: Railroads Bring ‘Boom’ to Texas
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