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I. Get The Gist Cue Card

II. Partner Reading Get The Gist Cue Card

III. Get The Gist Graphic Organizer
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Step 1 - Answer the question: Who or what is this 
section mostly about?

 • Is anyone or anything mentioned most 
frequently?

 • Be sure to check pronouns, pictures, captions, and 
headings.

Step 2 - Answer the question: What is the most 
important information about the “who” or 
“what”?

 • What information relates to the:
 � “who” or “what”
 � culminating question
 � essential word(s)

 • Be sure to check pictures, captions, and headings

Step 3 - Write a gist statement.
 • Be sure your statement identifi es:

 � the most important “who” or “what”
 � the most important information about the 
“who” or “what”

 • Be sure your statement is short but complete:
 � with a capital le� er
 � with a period
 � approximately 10 words
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Partner Reading
Get the Gist Cue Card

Step 1 - Read the section.
 • Partner 1 reads the section.

 • Partner 2 follows along.

Step 2 - Get the gist.
 • Partner 1: Who or what is this section mostly 

about?

 • Partner 2: I think this section is mostly about 

 . Do you agree? 

 • Partners discuss.

 • Partner 1: What is the most important 
information about the who or what?

 • Partner 2: I think the most information about 

 is  . Do you agree? 

 • Partners discuss.

 • Write or say the gist statement.

Step 3 - Repeat Steps 1 and 2.
 • Partners switch roles.
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Get the Gist Graphic Organizer
Name: Date: 

Get the Gist Step 1: 

Who or what is the section mostly 
about?

Get the Gist Step 2: 

What is the most important 
information about the “who” or “what”?

 • Is anyone or anything mentioned most 
frequently? 

 • Be sure to check pronouns, pictures, 
captions, and headings.

 • What information relates to the 

 - “who” or “what”?

 - culminating question?

 - essential word?

 • Be sure to check pronouns, pictures, 
captions, and headings.

Culminating Question

Section 1
Who or What? Most Important Information

Gist statement

Section 2
Who or What? Most Important Information

Gist statement
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Section 3
Who or What? Most Important Information

Gist statement

Section 4
Who or What? Most Important Information

Gist statement

Answer the Culminating Question

Adapted from Project CALI, Grant R324A150181, Institute of Education Sciences, U.S. Department of Education


